
 

Lit. Elem.: Irony 

Term Definition  Example 

Irony 
when the opposite of what you 

expect to happen happens 
x 

Situational 

Irony 

Involves a difference between 

what is expected or intended 

and what actually occurs. 

A police officer gets 

arrested. 

A fire station burns down. 

A tow truck gets towed. 

Someone moving to avoid a 

sprinkler falls into a pool. 

Verbal 

Irony 

The intended meaning of a 

statement differs from the 

meaning that the words appear 

to express. 

*Sarcasm* 

"Soft like a brick" 

"Clear as mud" 

“Reeeeeally? I had no 

idea!” 

Dramatic 

Irony 

The audience knows more 

than the characters, so that 

words and action have 

additional meaning for the 

audience 

The person in the scary 

movie walks up the stairs 

toward the noise, when the 

audience knows the killer is 

up there. 

The audience knows that a 

character isn't really dead. 
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